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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



JUNE MEETING, 1886. 

THE regular meeting of the Society before the recess was 
held on Thursday, the 10th instant. The President, 
Dr. George E. Ellis, occupied the chair ; and, the Secre- 
tary's record having been read and the Librarian's report pre- 
sented, he made the following address : — 

Since our last meeting we have lost from our earlier roll of 
Honorary or Corresponding Members an honored and eminent 
associate, the Hon. John Russell Bartlett. He died at his home 
in Providence, May 28. Mr. Bartlett had held high official trusts 
under the Government of Rhode Island, as Secretary of State, 
and under the General Government as Commissioner on the 
boundary of Mexico. His fidelity, accuracy, and thoroughness 
of research and information on every subject of a public or 
private interest which engaged his mind and pen, made him a 
most trusted authority, and gave to his many published works 
a supreme value. He stood easily at the head of the ranks of 
the bibliographers of our country. As the accomplished and 
trusted adviser of Mr. John Carter Brown, and as the curator 
of his marvellously unique and precious library, of which he 
prepared the costly and richly illustrated catalogue, he won 
the grateful regards of all our historical students. Many of 
us, his associates, are indebted to him for personal favors, and 
will warmly cherish the remembrance of his affability, courtesy, 
and patient helpfulness. 

The Committee charged with its preparation distribute 
among us to-day the first of the two proposed volumes to 
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contain the whole of the contents of Judge Sewall's Letter- 
Book. A glance through the pages will show, in the abound- 
ing and extended notes, what labor and research have been 
devoted to the volume by the editors, to whom we would offer 
our thanks. 

It interests us to receive for our libraries a fourth volume 
of the collected Speeches and Addresses of our Emeritus 
President, the Hon. R. C. Winthrop. More than a half-century 
of oratory and scholarly, learned, patriotic, and philanthropic 
utterance, on signal and on interesting occasions, is recorded 
in the contents of these four volumes. Among the rich 
variety of themes, interspersed through the orations deliv- 
ered as commemorative of the greatest events and men, more 
than half of the articles ai'e associated with the members and 
meetings of this Society. 

There lies upon the table a large volume filled with very 
interesting historical and biographical papers, in manuscript 
and in print, which has been committed to me as a gift for the 
Cabinet of the Society. It comes to us from a lady whose 
family pride and interest have engaged her industry, skill, and 
diligence for many years in making the collection. The donor 
is Mrs. Margaret Allen Elton, a lineal descendant of the dis- 
tinguished Dr. Sylvester Gardiner, of Boston, the largest land- 
owner in Maine in the Revolutionary times. She is the widow 
of Dr. Romeo Elton, Professor in Brown University, Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island. Dr. Gardiner was born in South Kings- 
ton, Rhode Island, in 1707, and was the great-grandson of the 
first English emigrant of the name to this country. His edu- 
cation was aided by his brother-in-law, Dr. McSparran, of Nar- 
ragansett, a church missionary of the English Society. For 
eight years he enjoyed rare opportunities in the study and prac- 
tice of the medical profession in London and Paris. Coming 
to reside in Boston, he became an importer of drugs and med- 
icines, of which he had in his warehouse a large and valuable 
collection, acquiring great wealth. It was affirmed that the 
strong Tory proclivities of a second wife, whom he had married 
at the outbreak of hostilities with the mother country, commit- 
ted him to her side. He left Boston with the British army at 
the evacuation, in the hurry, confusion, and distress of the 
loyalists at the time, abandoning his property and effects. A 
letter of his in this volume, written from Halifax two months 
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after the wretched voyage, gives the most graphic account 
which I have seen of the direful miseries of the refugees and 
of their forlorn reception in Halifax. Of course his com- 
plaints over his proscription, ill-treatment, and the confisca- 
tion of his property are very bitter. On both sides of the 
ocean there has been a large variety of epithets attached to 
the name of Washington. Dr. Gardiner, in one of his letters, 
writes of him "that thief Washington." The explanation 
is as follows : The large collection of drugs and medicines 
which the refugee left here, became a subject of rival claims 
between the town and the province. But Washington in- 
terposed, and assigned them for the exigent necessities 
of the medical department of the army, glad to draw such 
good service from one of the class of Tories whom he 
detested. 

Dr. Gardiner was an earnest member of the Church of Eng- 
land, and generously aided in the building of the stone King's 
Chapel. While his second son, William, sympathized with his 
father in politics and religion, his eldest son, John, took quite 
the opposite course. He was educated as a lawyer in Eng- 
land, and there warmly resisted the views and measures of the 
administration against the Colonies. He was an ardent sup- 
porter of John Wilkes. Returning here after the peace, he 
received citizenship by special bill. As if to emphasize his 
variance with his father, he was one of those concerned with 
Dr. Freeman in modifying the Book of Common Prayer for 
King's Chapel, where he worshipped. He, however, said he 
was willing at times to go to hear his son " Jack " preach. 
This "Jack" was the admired Dr. John S}dvester John Gard- 
iner, Rector of Trinity Church. 

Through some informality in the proceedings confiscating 
the landed estates of Dr. Gardiner, they were in large part re- 
covered by the family. He returned to this country, and died 
at Newport in 1786, in his eightieth year. The volume con- 
tains many curious and some quite important papers. It is to 
be understood that the donor, Mrs. Elton, is still to have free 
access to the volume, and to copy from its contents at her 
pleasure. 

It was voted that the thanks of the Society be given to Mrs. 
Elton for her gift. 
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Mr. Deane offered a communication from the Rev. Edward 
D. Neill, of St. Paul, Minnesota, containing several extracts 
from the Records of Northampton County, Virginia, copied 
by Dr. Neill, in which occur the names of a number of persons 
from New England. 

The Records of Northampton County, Virginia, from September, 
a. d. 1632, at the Court House in Eastville, are in a good state of 
preservation. The Monthly Court of Accawmacke, as Northampton 
was first called, met on the 16th of September, and was composed of 
Captain William Claiborne, Captain Thomas Graves, Captain Edmund 
Scarburg, Obedience Robins, gent., John How, gent., and Roger 
Sanders. 

William Cotton, whose mother lived at Bunbury, Cheshire, England, 
and who was the minister, in February, 1633-4, complained to the 
court that Obedience Robins refused to serve warrants for the minister's 
tithes. 

One Edward Drew preferred charges against Joane Butler, and under 
date of Sept. 8, 1 634, is the following entry : — 

" Upon dew examinaton it is thought fit by the board that sy'd Joane 
Butler shalbe drawen over the kings Crecke [King's Creek] at the 
starne of a boate or Canoux, . . . also the next Saboth day in the 
tyme of deuyne Seruis between the first and second lesson present 
herselfe before the minister, and say after hira as followeth ' I Joane 
Butler doe acknowledge to haue called Marie Drew, hoare, and thereby 
I confess I haue dun her manefest wronge, wherefor I desire before this 
Congregaton that y c syd Marie Drew wil forgiue me, and alsoe that 
this congregaton will ioyne and pray with me, that God may forgiue 
me.' " 

Captain John Stone, who behaved so badly at Boston and Plymouth, 
and was killed by the Pequods in the Connecticut River, while upon 
his return to Virginia, had an estate in Northampton County, and on 
the 15th of September, 1634, William Cotton, minister, made complaint 
that the administrator of Captain John Stone declined to pay tithes 
due. 

John Winthrop, Jr., in a letter written April 30, 1631, published in 
the 5th Series, vol. viii. p. 31, Mass. Hist. Soc. Collections, tells his 
father that a contract has been made with Capt. Claiborne, then in 
London, to bring grain to Boston from Virginia, " the ship that bringeth 
it w ch is the Africa whereof Capt Cleyborne is commander. He & 
the m'chants that set him out offer us to bring what come we will for 
fish." 

Certain questions asked by the Monthly Court of Richard Thomp- 
son, dated May 4, 1635, show where the "Africa" traded for corn and 
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beaver. The Court asked : " Were you, Richard Thompson, with Capt 
William Clayborne in the ship called the AfFryca at the post of Susque- 
hanna in the Bay of Chesepioque about September, and in the year 
1631 ?" Thompson answered that he was not in the ship, but in a boat 
at the said post " a littell before the fall of y° leafe," and that Captain 
Clayborne did there trade with the Indians. 

Charles Harmar, a brother of John Harmar, the celebrated Greek 
scholar, 1 and professor at Oxford University, was a planter in Accomac, 
trader among the Indians, and in 1 635 entered lands for certain white 
servants, and eight negroes transported by him. 

In September, 1635, the minister, William Cotton, asks for a parson- 
age, and up to that time there had been no formal church vestry. The 
vestry then organized were Capt. Thomas Graves, Obedience Robins, 
John How, William Stone, afterwards Governor of Maryland, William 
Burdett, William Andrews, John Wilkins, Alexander Mounteney, 
Edmund Drew, William Berriman, and Stephen Charlton. 

The parsonage was ordered to be built, the first of which we have 
any account in Virginia. It was to be of wood, 40 feet wide, and 18 
deep, and 9 feet to the valley, with a chimney at each end, and upon 
each side of the chimneys a room, " one for a study," and the other 
for a " buttery," with an entry near the middle of the house. 

Lady Dale's plantation was kept up as late as 1636, and it was 
reported that her servants were " in want of clothing." 

A William Smith, whose will was dated April 23, 1636, left one 
hundred pounds of tobacco to William Cotton for a funeral sermon ; 
and in August Elizabeth, the widow of Sir Thomas Dale sent over an 
order for the sale of some of her cattle. 

John Rozier, " minister of Gods word," succeeded William Cotton, 
who in 1640 died. 

Sir William Berkeley, on April 10, 1652, when he was retired from 
office, sends to Colonel Nathaniel Littleton, of Accomac, the following 
note : — 

I pray vpon sight hereof deliuer vnto M r Edm. Scarburgh Towe of 
yo r best Ewe Lambs w ch I haue giuen him for his Daughters Tabitha & 
Matilda, charge y e Same to Acco" for 

yo r Llovinge friende 

William Berkeley. 

There were now two parishes ; and Thomas Higby was minister of 
the Lower parish, and Thomas Teagle of the Upper. 

Governor Stone, since a.d. 1649 of Maryland, sells his house at 
Hungars' Creek to Captain William Whittington. 

1 Dr. Harmar translated the Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism into 
Greek and Latin. Upon the restoration of monarchy, he lost his place at Oxford. 
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Colonel Edmund Scarburgh, or Scarborough, was one of the promi- 
nent men of the eastern shore of the Chesapeake Bay, a royalist in his 
sympathies, by vocation a merchant, and in his intercourse with men 
high-handed and intolerant. His course toward the captain of a New 
England vessel in 1651 was so outrageous that Colonel Obedience Robins 
entered the following protest, which appears in the records as follows : — 

" Capt. John Jacob a High Germayne of Frankendall, in the pala- 
tinate, who in y° yeare 1 651, engaged to y e State of England & Imbarked 
himselfe thence in a London or New England shipp whereof Capt Rich 
Thurston was comand', and with a goode quantitye of English goods 
came to New England. And thence with M r Cuttin into Seuerne, & 
returned to New England with Jn° Bennett vnto Boston in New Eng- 
land & by unfailable testimony, imployed into Virginia againe by M r 
Sam" Mauericke, M r Robert Knight, and M r Nath" Gardner, three * 
principall m'chantes liuinge in Boston in New England came vnto mee, 
and complayned that beinge in a New England vessell belonginge vnto 
aboue M r Robert Knight at Nomani in patowmacke Riuer att Anker 
in a small creeke aground there, came a vessell called y" Hobby horse 
belonging vnto & sett forth by Left Coll Edm. Scarburgh w th eight 
armed men ; and in his absence did seize his vessel as they s'd for the 
State of England. 

" Towe [two] of his men being aboard. And hee about half an Houre 
after came on board, and finding there five men armed hee demanded 
their intent ; they answered they seized the vessel & goods for y e State 
of England wherevpon hee asked them, if they had a Comission soe to 
doe, they anser a they had a commission, then he desired to see it, they 
replyed he should see it, then he s'd not only his vessel but his Body 
alsoe was readdy to doe y" State seruice, but afterward Hee tould them, 
that if they came to take any vessell without a commission, they were 
pirate wherevpon they grew to hard words & one of them presented a 
pistoll att him, And as he psented itt afterward confessed, had not his 
Mayster, Mark Magge stept between them, hee had shott him ; hee see- 
ing a pistol cockt att him stept into y" cabbin & fetched out a gun & towe 
of y e men took hold of y e gun until y e then named Richard Wayman 
strooke him with y e butt end of his gun & very sore wounded him, the 
other, w* his pistoll cockt, ready to fyre vpon him. And soe, viollently 
carry ed away his vessell & disposed of his goodes at their pleasure. 
And when he desired them to lett y e goods alone, they tould him, hee 
had a knocke vpon one side of his head already & if hee would not bee 
quiett, they would knock his brayne out on y e other side. Hee there- 
fore desired mee to goe with him, and ptest ag'st their proceedynges : 
his own vessell being brought into ou' Harbour, and the stearne of the 

1 Notices of these may be found in Savage's Dictionary. 
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shipp Speedwell of Bristoll, Capten peter Wraxall being comander 
thereof, who had giuen a coppie of his commission from y e Admiraltye 
of England, vnto Left. Coll. Edm. Scarburgh. By w oh power hee sett 
forth his Hobby Horse, and the 26th day'e of this instant moneth I went 
aboard y e aforesaid ship Speedwell And in the name of the Keeper of 
the Lib ye of England, by authority of Parlm' did require of M* Dauis 
Mayster's Mate of y" shipp, the s'd vessell & goods to be deliuerd vnto 
mee and y c Capt. Jno Jacob, And hee y e s'd William Dauis replyed and 
anso rde that hee had orders from Capt. Wraxall not to deliuer her vnto 
any person or persons whatsoeuer & vntil he had further orders he 
would not." 

Mark Magge Master of the Hobby Horse during the investigation, 
deposed that he came down from Ockahannock, where Scarburgh lived, 
and found the New England vessel by the Mills. That after they 
anchored near the Bristol ship Argall Yeardly, Obedience Robins, 
Captain John Stringer, and Mr. Lamberton came aboard, and as they 
were leaving the chirurgeon did damn the mate, and said that he had a 
horse at home, and thought of bringing it with him, but " he was afraid 
they would then make him a Colonel, a Major, or Justice of the Peace," 
and the surgeon further declared that " most all of them were rogues, or 
whores, or vagabonds, or thieves, or beggars and many other scandalous 
names." 

There were a number of Dutch and German settlers in the county, 
and in the deposition of Sarah, wife of John Hinman there is evidence 
that Drisius, the Reformed minister at Manhattan, occasionally preached 
to them. In May, 1654, she testified that "the last Saboth M r Drisius 
preached here, this deponent, her husband and daughter went to Richard 
Jacobs" house, and there heard that the wife of Daniel Sellick, merchant, 
had committed a great sin. Her name was Susanna, and after the death of 
Sellick, who had lived in Boston, she became the wife of Robert Tilman. 

Edward Gibons (also written Gibbons), to whom Cecil, the second 
Lord Baltimore, tendered the commission of Admiral of Maryland, 
wrote to Colonel Edmund Scarborough, with whom he had commercial 
transactions, as follows : — 

Boston the 9th of ye fifth moneth 1654. 

Sir, — I hearinge of y r arriuall, though I heare yo u are offended w th mee, 
yet at this distance I craue Libertye to kis yo r hand & desire god to take 
possession of y r heart & bid you a welcome to gether: S r 1 shall saye 
nothinge for present But about Strangridge who spitts fowlely & unjustlye 
ag»' mee, as you can testifie, For you made upp ou r Acco"" by ou r consente 
and subscribed it. And hee owed mee neare Two hundred pounde And 
would make yo u paye agayne, what I paid him for yo u ; S r good ice not very 
plentifull here. I saye no more, but am 

Yo r friend (though poore) 

Edward Gibons. 
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Mr. Denny alluded to the manufacture of silk in Nantucket 
half a century ago, and presented from Mrs. Martha Washing- 
ton Jenks, who was formerly of Nantucket and is now eighty- 
five years old, a seal of the Atlantic Silk Company, and a 
diploma which it received from the Mechanics' Institute of 
New York in 1836 for specimens of silk and silk culture. 

Dr. Channing presented photographs of the flag which 
was once carried by the Harvard Washington Corps of Cam- 
bridge, and was found recently in the rooms of the Porcellian 
Club in the college. 

Mr. Porter laid on the table circulars issued by a commit- 
tee of the Lexington Historical Society for the purpose of 
obtaining means to purchase a large painting of the battle of 
Lexington, executed by Mr. Henry Sandham. The picture is 
regarded as one of great merit, and the price of it is four thou- 
sand dollars. 

The Hon. Robert C. Winthrop then said : — 

At the Corcoran Gallery of Art, during my late visit to 
Washington, I found in the Curator's Room, where it had been 
placed for exhibition and sale, a very interesting historical por- 
trait. It was the portrait of Henry Laurens, of South Carolina, 
who was president of the Continental Congress from Novem- 
ber, 1777, to December, 1778, and who, while on his way to 
Holland as our Minister Plenipotentiary, was captured by Com- 
modore Keppel, afterwards Lord Albemarle, and imprisoned 
in the Tower of London for fourteen months. The portrait 
purports to have been painted by Copley in the Tower, during 
this imprisonment, in 1781. It had been sent to this country 
by the executors of the late Henry Stevens ; and it has, I trust, 
been purchased ere this for the Corcoran Gallery, or by the 
Library Committee of Congress. Such a portrait ought cer- 
tainly not to be lost to the collections at Washington. Find- 
ing it so casually, — still seeking a purchaser and liable to be 
caught up by some private hand, — I was impressed anew with 
an idea which occurred to me forcibly many years ago. I 
refer to the establishment of a National Portrait Gallery at 
Washington, where the history of our country should be illus- 
trated by a series of the likenesses of those who have been emi- 
nent in its civil or military service, or in scientific or literary 
labors, from our earliest colonial period, or certainly from our 
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constitutional era. Something has already been done in this 
line. The successive Presidents have been painted for the 
Executive Mansion, and at least four of their wives have found 
places there also ; and the various Executive Departments are 
already crowded with portraits of the Secretaries who have suc- 
cessively administered them. A beginning has been made, 
too, in procuring portraits of the presiding officers of the two 
Houses of Congress. But it is obvious that this course of 
things cannot go on much longer. The walls of the Executive 
Mansion will not accommodate many more Presidents, nor 
those of the Departments many more Secretaries. Even the 
corridors of the Capitol will afford room for but few more pic- 
tures. Meanwhile there is no good light in any of these places 
for the exhibition even of the portraits already procured. 

A grand National Historical Portrait Gallery, in which 
these scattered pictures should be systematically collected and 
arranged, is the natural and necessary relief for the present 
state of things, and would form one of the most interesting 
and attractive features of Washington. 

I remember being taken by Lord Stanhope many years ago 
to see the very first beginnings of the National Portrait Gal- 
lery of London, when he, who was peculiarly its founder, had 
collected only twenty or thirty portraits. There are now 
many hundreds, I had almost said thousands, in the galleries 
at Kensington ; and the whole history of England since the 
fine arts had a foothold there, is being gradually displayed 
upon the walls of that institution. 

Such an institution would add greatly to the attractions of 
Washington, which has now become one of the most beautiful 
capitals of the world, and at the same time would do not a 
little for art and for history. 

But I designed only to make mention of the discovery of 
the notable portrait of Henry Laurens, one of the most inter- 
esting Southern characters in our Revolution, the father of the 
even more interesting John Laurens, who fell so sadly in a 
skirmish after performing prodigies of valor at Yorktown, and 
of whom the father said, on hearing of his death, " I thank 
God I had a son who dared to die for his country." 

I may add that the portrait was painted for Thomas Hollis, 
one of the benefactors of Harvard College, and hung for a 
century in the hall of the family mansion of the Hollises, — 
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"The Hyde," near Ingatestone, Essex, which was of late 
years the residence of our former Corresponding Member, 
John Disney. 

Mr. Upham called attention to a volume of early court files, 
containing papers of the various courts held in the county of 
Suffolk. This collection, which had been placed in his charge 
by the clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court, comprises about 
one hundred and fifty thousand manuscripts of great value to 
students of history and genealogy. The papers from 1629 
to 1729 have been arranged in exact chronological order ; they 
are about fifty thousand in number, and will fill about one 
hundred and fifty volumes. 

The President announced from the Council that the meet- 
ings in Jul}', August, and September would be omitted, but 
that a special meeting, if necessary, might be called by the 
President and Secretary. 



